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Since the 1960s, as the rapid development of Chinese American literature, many 
excellent Chinese American writers have appeared. Amy Tan is one of them. As her 
first novel and also the best-selling one, The Joy Luck Club made quite a stir on the 
contemporary American literature field as soon as it was published in 1989, and 
drew considerable attention among a great number of readers and critics alike.  
Chinese American literature involves many different kinds of themes, but the 
most common ones that the Chinese American writers show special interest in are 
the rebellions against the ethnic and gender discrimination, the confusion of living 
between two cultures and the search and reconstruction of their identity as Chinese 
descendants. As a Chinese American writer, Amy Tan’s works are not an exception. 
At the same time, as a female Chinese American writer influenced deeply by the 
Western world’s feminism, in her works, Amy Tan pays special attention to women’s 
life and experience. Her novel The Joy Luck Club is based on her own experience. 
Through telling the stories of the eight women of two generations from four families 
that live in the males-dominated society and face the white-centered hegemonic 
discourse, she describes women’s marginalized living condition as the “Other” both 
in gender and race vividly. 
I try to interpret women’s fate and the awakening of their feminist 
consciousness in The Joy Luck Club from a combined perspective of post-colonial 
and feminist study. This thesis will analyze the oppressions encountered by the four 
pairs of mothers and daughters, and how they fight against the oppressions positively, 
subvert the stereotypes, recreate their new images and reconstruct their identity as 
“Self” after the awakening of their feminist consciousness.  
The whole thesis is composed of five parts. In the first part, the introduction, a 
general survey of the development of Chinese American literature will be made first. 














position in Chinese American literature and her main works, will be given. Next are 
the introductions to the main content of her The Joy Luck Club, the current study and 
comment on this novel and the significance and meaning of this thesis research.  
In the first chapter, I will introduce theories that will be used to analyze the 
novel briefly. Theories like post-colonialism, Said and his Orientalism, and feminism 
will be introduced. Their influence on the Chinese American literature will be 
mentioned at the same time.  
In the second chapter, I will focus on the interpretation of the eight women’s 
fate. The mothers in the novel all have a miserable experience in China where men 
are supposed to be superior to women and enjoy higher status than them. No longer 
able to stand the humble life in China, the mothers go to America to look for a new 
life. However, in the new society, their fates do not change too much. What’s more, 
besides the same gender discrimination they have faced in China, they also suffer the 
racial discrimination there. That is because though American society has gone 
through the test of feminist movements, the patriarchy system is far from rooting out, 
which makes the women still live in a marginalized and silent state. Meanwhile, 
though the daughters were born and educated in America, it’s still hard for them to 
be accepted by the mainstream society as real members because of their distinctive 
Chinese facial features. Therefore, the second-generation Chinese American 
daughters also suffer double race and gender discrimination just as their Chinese 
mothers do.  
In the third chapter, I will analyze the awakenings of the women’s feminist 
consciousness and their struggle for the reconstruction of their identity. Facing 
severe reality, both the mothers who have been influenced deeply by the traditional 
Confucian concepts before they go to America and the daughters who accept the 
American moral standards and acting principles do not accept the reality passively 
without condition. On the contrary, they revolt against the race and gender 
discrimination positively.  














arguments. Facing the double discrimination, both mothers and daughters break the 
silence bravely, and search for their self-value and identity.  
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